Statement from Dafne Carnright

Thanks for a great beginning to the IEP Improvement Task Force. | am excited. | would like to point out
one comment regarding concerns to discuss.

This was mentioned briefly at the end of our first meeting, but | wanted to make sure it stands alone as
a point of concern. | have worked with many families who have had concerns about their ability to be
actively and equally involved in the FBA (Functional Behavior Assessment) and the resulting BIP/BSP
(behavior plan) for their child. Mostly, parents just want to have the opportunity to contribute to the
creation and ongoing updates to their child’s behavior plan. On occasion, a student had a behavior plan
that the parents were not aware of. Some schools and some other states consider the FBA/BIP as part
of the official IEP, thus allowing parents equal opportunity to be involved, but Delaware doesn’t really
have any regulation on this.

The biggest concern | hear over and over from parents was discussed by members at our first meeting, |
think: The IEP team’s ability to listen to parental concerns for their child’s education and try to address
them versus dismiss them. When parents voice a concern, they would like to have the concern
discussed and addressed, rather than just noted in the minutes or, rather than feel like staff tried to
persuade them that there really is no need. Likewise, parents report that frequently the school will
offer to do something, but do not want to write the plan in the IEP because they say they then cannot
change it. We do have a provision in the Delaware regulations now that if the team agrees, a revision
can be completed without a face to face meeting.

Thanks. | will be at the next meeting, but will arrive a little late due to a prior commitment that day.

Dajfne Carnright, LPCMH



